CHICKENS FOR USE AND BEAUTY:!

HERE has been, dur-
ing the last quarier of
a ceninTy, aTemartahle
improvement in domes-
e pouliry. The moi-
ley amay of fowls vary-
ing in =ize and color;
as imcertain in marking
as the pattern of 2 crazy-
gl and creating an
impression as distine-
tively. unfavorable a5
that which the ragged
icllowe=olfFalstafipro-
doced, has given place
to well-defined  baeeds,
carefully differennaied
mto varieties, with col-
ors as rich in hue and
as regniarly dis i
if laid on by the hand
of the afist. The &En-
cier, to whomwe arein-
debted for this wondes-
ful trnsformation, is mdeed an artist, working
notin lifeless clay and dead pigments, but in
animate bodics and livins colors. Under his
hand the unatimctive has become aliractive,

uglmess has yielded to beauty. But his work
h;ls not ended with this externzl iransforma-
tion: the inner and practical gualities have
undergone 2 similar change; prodociivensss
has been Increzced, weight augmautu]- fatten-
ing power improved. Such fowls s are bred
to-day are pot only more beamifnl bt more
profitable than those of iwenty-five yearsago,
This increzsed profiableness has produced a
néw indosiry —themising of chickens and cgps
for market as 2 sole employment. With ﬂzE
old-time fowls such =n Tmdustry would have
been folly, but with the modern fowl it has
proved 2 socoess.  This Tmprovement in ex-

ternal characterstics and uwseful qualities has

been made possible through that mysterions
power ‘of indefintie varaion which the hen
possesees.. Fanciers by employing this power,
by carcfully siudying to preserve every bene:
fczal and 10 avoid Every IjHons Vanshon,
by studying
ble vanations, have with pafieni and perse-
venng effort molded fo ther will the: mudem
domestic fowl

Thatail the distinct vasieties of the domestic

{0 mate =0 &5 10 increase desira—

hen, difiering in size, color, and paricular
chaactenstics, cshould be: dececndants of a
comman ancestor, the Gallus fankroes, at first
=eems incredible. 'I‘G this comnclusion, hﬁwwﬁ-_.,
the best informed namrali=E have come. It
tue that the slmost infinite plasticity of the
chicken, cven at the presemt day, sfter &
has heen songht to fix its chamacteristics by
careful selection through many geaemations,
prepares the mind to accept more readily
the scientific conclesion of a common caism.
The Gulfus bankivus 35 a2 bird of compact
form, broad 2cress the back and shoulders,
with an erect carnage, proruding breast, and

-tall bome mearly horizomizl, the tGips of the

sicklefezthers barely cleanng the ground.
The plumase &= shundant, and the hackles or
feathers of the neck, and uppes tail-coverts are
linear, pointed, and droopms. The head and

2= iace are bare, the comb is high and sesmated.

two wattles depend from the base of the
bill, and smilar bat smaller excrescences oxist
unier each ear.  The coloss of the males are:
upon the head and neck brisht onmge, Bdme
o pale and golden towards the back ; upon the
back a sich, deep vinous rust color; the tail
coverts fiery orange, golden opped ; the tajl,
upper coverts, and sickle-feathers black with 2 =2
grcen gloss; wing-covens like the back, but the
fast two rows bl.-r_k with 2 green gloss: the
secondaries of the wing chesingi on the outer
orexposed web and dusky within; the pomaries
dusky; znd 3l the lower pars bleck. The
plumage of the femals = more somber—ihe
neck golden or tawny: every feather centered
with  brownish-black, all LhE upper parts of
a burnt umber, and all the under parts reddish-
brown. The genersl espect and characteristics
of the Gallus daniirus are closely preserved
among its domesticated descendants in the
black-breasted red game fowl, of the pit o5

fchting type.  In size the wild fowl is about
midway between the ordinary pit fowl and
the geme Bantam.

S0 great a difference in appearance aod'so
ieat & sumlarity in guakiies exist among the
L’temﬁm:ated descendants of the Gallus ban-
froees, that any classfication of breeds must be
mnazdemi 2 matter rather of convemence than

ol scienbfc exzcmess. TEa issought to divide
tha vanetics into two classes, the veeful and the
omamental, such classification w1l necessanly
be imperfect, for 21l the useful vasreties =re

1 The fleetmtions in Lhuﬂ’hde#rgsmﬂtﬁﬂglqlbsufhﬁﬁsbﬁmghg to Thomss W, Izdlow, H=n.
7




a8 CHICKENS FOR USE AND BEAUTY.

more of less ornamental, sndallthe ormamental
vasieties are, at least to some degree, nseful

Vet ek 5 classhcabion Isserviceahie. aslead-

mZin= fnﬂremmpﬁhaaaxt erasp of the sub-
_1_&:&. The first class; the useful chickens, may
be subdivided into three minor classes, the
first embrzcing those vareties which are the
most prolific layers; the second, those which
_are desmad the best for the mble; and the
third, those which combine the goafities of
the two former divisions, are ar nrs:.:gmd Tay-
ers and-good 25 table poultry. and zre often
desiznated * general porpose fowle™ The first
of thess divisions is the choice of those whose
pianary objeci in pouliry-keeping 5 the pro-
on of egas for market; the second, of
thoss who desire to raise the Smest dressed
poaliry ; and the third, of those whe kesp fowls
for the ?JD,_}]FG itheir own tables. Tn the oma-
mental class are included those breeds which
are admired for the symmetry of their forms, the
beauty of their plumage, or the oddity of thsir
appearance, The most prolific layers are found
among the Spanish or Mediterranean breeds, a
group of fowls possessing in common (with a
single exception noted EI:IDW} the followme
characterisics: 2 high single comb, desply
s=rrated, which in the m_]e is erect zod in
the female droops to one side; long, pendu-
“loms wattles; white ear-lobes; = full, round
breast; carried prominently forwand; a mther
longand slenderbody; afull, uprighi @mil, which
m the male & fomihed with long. flowing
ﬂc!.]chfezthm; and a mervous, restless dis
position, whoch makesihem, when atliberty, ex-
cellent foragers, and thos economical fo L-F_'ﬂ.."'p
Whether thesa characteristics have been devel-
oped by careful selection, or whether they are
e resuli of clmmsie and smronndings, s not
Enown. There are trditions, more o les
misty, that the monks who inkabited the an-
cient mondsterties in the countries bordesing
upon the Meditermnean were ordent poulity-
fanciers, and that to ther S5l breeding B
duz the uniformity of type of the chickens of
this regjon ; but the fonmdations for sach &m-
difions are 2t bt uncertain.. Ttis more proba-
ble that the charactenstics in quésiion resulf
from mommral ramses sefing  thropoh  lona
sirerches of Goie; for we koow that in warm
climates there is always a tendeney to increase
in ihe size of combs u.l‘ﬂ wattles, and o a pio-
fuse plumage. and i3 s ressomable o 's Suppose
that thit iendency, operating foF many centy-
nes, would }]:I‘El'_"lllf"‘ spontaneously most of the
characterisnics of the Mediterranean group.

‘%amn': i q_LI..-ILa.L_._-J.:lHl and originsis hreeder

2s man; and though she psually works more
-—Imlr?,*- she produces more permanent resuits.
The Medizerranzan group includes the
White-faced Black Spanish, the Minoréas, the

Andalusian, and the lieghoms. The White-
faced Black Spanssh &a =il fowl, with long,
clean; darkilegs 2 plomaze of mtenseblack,
znid 2 white face, covenne the space aboutihe
2yes, and exiendng down the sides of the head
for 2 considersble dli,am:e, giving it a strange
and weird look. For mamy yesrs it enjoyed
the disimction not only. afh—us: a very prokific
layer, but of producing the Jargest cggs nfzri}
recognized varety of chicken, Of lafe, owing
to the efforts of f2nciers to incresss thesizeand
improve the quality of the whiie face—m
which they have been remarkably succes
ful,—the useful qualities of the b-e:eﬂ have
been lost sight of, and its economic value has
steadily declined, Poultry-fancisrs have 2
strong leaning towards the extrerne of develop-
ment; and in securing that they sometimes
forzet mare ]}TE_EE:EI] quahtes. From fhe
Black Spanish have from tme to time come
snow-white specimens (* sporis "), and bysome
breeders these have been preserved =5 the
foundation of a new variety. The tendency
of black plumsge to become tramsmuted mio
white is 2 familize but linle vnderstood fact in
breeding.  White sports have sppeared occa-
sipnally from other colors; betsuch SpOris are
gmrr-}ﬂy traceable 1o 2 reversion, and point to
a white ancestor not many generations back.
But among black fowls, whoss pedigres has
been n::m:t'uil} preseived fora long period of
:u:u.f:, and which have had no opporiumty for

mixing with other colers, whits sports are more:

comnmon thim amono fowls of any other coloz.
‘The White Spanicsh have never attained any
grest pl:tpala.m}' and probably never will, for
the stastiing contrast between the color of the
face znd that of the plomaze, which is the dis-
tinpuishing mark of th: black vanety, &= of
course, wanting m the Whites.

The Minorcas, of which there are two vari-
eties, the Black and the Whits, In general

charscterstrs -"Tcu_ler osemnle ihe ‘:W:mﬂi.-

and indeed weére known, many years ago, a5
Red-faced Spanish. They differ chiefly in hav-
mﬂﬂjerluﬁunthelucemnﬂﬁrﬂtormcﬁr—ltbba,

or deaf ear, and in being rather shorter in leg.

and heavier in body than the Spanish. This
breed has but recently been imported into the
Upnited States, though it has long been highly
prized m Engiand 2= fuomishmg great 1Er'l—

The Andalosian might without Impropriely
be czlled a bine Minorce.. Iisplumageisofa
siaty b'lu::—z.hsmLﬁ;.tmmcnIm in fowls—
each feather having: around the outer edee a
delicate lacine of a dorker shade of b!u-;,mm::—
timmes nearly or guite black. The hackle snd
saddle feathers-are ususlly darker than the
under 'F.']IE,,—]E-I]. the cock heing: sometimes
glossy Black—and often show pﬂ:;rie TeHer-
Hons in tbe sardichi
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SOLVER-EFANGLED ESMWETICS.

The most widespread and popular breed of
chickens n the Mediterranean classic the Leg-
hom, s0 named from the Itaban port from
which the fowls were first exported. The ear-
liest importation into this country was of the
Brown, then called Red, Leghoms, by Mr. N.
P. Ward of New York City, about the year
1835. The chicks bred from this importation
were scattered among Mr. Ward's friends, and
soon became hopelessly mixed with the com-
mon fowls of the country. In 1852 a second
importation of Brown Leghoms was made, the
fowls being brought to Mystic, Connecticut ;
and during the next year a third importation
came to the same place. With the imporiations
of 1852 and 1853 the history of the Leghom
in ﬂ1e Unitad States really begins. It was not
until 1858, when the so-called “ Lond impor-
tation,” and 1363, when the “Sietzon urds ™
arrived, that the White Leghom made its ap-

ce. The chickens of the Lord mpor-
tation had, it is seid, white legs like White
Minorcas, and it 15 possble that they were
Minorcas and not Leghoms; but the Stetson
birds had the yellow legs and the tnm bodies
which are now ized as characteriztic of
the Leghom. England, though she has con-
tributed not a few wvarieties of fowks o this
country, is indebted to the United States for

the Leghom, having imported the White van-
ety from here in :E:ru and the Brown two years
later. The Leghom breed mcludes six van-
eties: four with gngle combs, Brown, White,
Black, and Dﬂminiqu: or Cuckoo; znd two
with rose-combs, Brown and Whate. The rose-
comb is an anomaly among the Mediterranean
breeds, and many have held it to be evidence
of a recent cross. There 1= hittle doubt that
many so-called rosecombed Leghoms wene
produced by crossing the single-combed Leg-
hom with the Hamburg, which has the rose-
comb, but there 15 unimpeachable testimony
that rose-combed chicks appeared among the
earliest broods from i1mported Leghoms
Whether this indicates a reversion to along-for-
gotten cross with 2 rosecombed ancestor, or
whether it is merely a noteworthy instance of
vananon, we cannot determine; but the fact
justifies the breeders of rose-combed Leghoms
in assertmg the purity of their fowls. The Brown
varety is of the typiczl Game or Galfus dan-
&frus coloring, the male having hackle and sad-
dle of a bnllant red or orange, with a black
stnpe throngh the middle of every feather; dark
red back; l'lau:].. breast, b-nrlj. and tail; and a
glossy hlm:L bar acrossthe wings. The femaleis
of a brown hue over the greater part of thebody,
thefeathersbeing finely penciled,and hasa deep-
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salmon brease The White and Black Leg-
horns are solid-colored birds, though the males
of the Whites have a tendency to show z yel-
low tmge upon the upper paris— a tendency
which 1s foumd in all white-plumaged fowls
having yellow legs and skin. The plumage of
the Dominigue or Cuckoo Leghom looks, ata
distance, as if made up of alternare bars of two
shades of blue ; but upon cxamining the sepa-
rate feathers the body color = found tobea gray-
ish white, crossed by transverse bars of black.
The rose-combed varieties differ from the single-
combed only in the character of the combs.
Ranking pext or cven superior to the
Mediterranean class as egg-producers stands
the graceful Hamburg family. The Hambury
proves the impossibility of an exact classifica-
ton of chickens upon economic grounds, for it
iz not only one of the most uselul butalkoone
of the most ornamenml of domestic fowls.
Thiz family includes two
breeds: the Hamburg with
its six varectics, Golden and
Silver-Spangied, Golden
and Silver-Penciled, Black
and White; and the Red-
czp. The Hamburg family
iz characterized by rose-
combs, slender, clean-cut
bodies, and well-developed
tails. It has masqueraded
under a great varety of
names, such =zs Peocled
Dhtch, Everdasting Layers,
Durch Everyday Layers,
Chitteprats, Bolton Grays,
Crenles, Corals, Croeels,
Eolon Bays, Silver Pheas-
ants Siiver Mooneys, Silver
Moss, Golden Phessants.
Golden Mooneys, Copper
Moss, and ithe hke; but
under whaiever name, It
has always won 2 host of
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admirers.  The Hamburgs
have an authentic history
reaching- back three cen-
turies, and @ mythical one
that connacts them with the
“Moming Star” of Eng-
Iizth szong. Chaucer., m
“2The NWun's Tale™ de-
scrbes with considerable
detsll a fowl which may
have been 2 Hamburg -

Hiz coombD was redder than

tha fym coral,
And batailled 35 i{ were = czstel

wal
His byle wes blak, and 3« the

jeet it shoon 3

Lyk asurz were hisz legzes 2nd his toon ;

His= mayles whiter than the Iylye Gous,

And Iyk the bumed gold w=c his colour.

Whether this description should be apphed

to the Hamburg or to 2 game fowl, it i$ cer-
tzin that the celebmated naturalist Aldrovand:,
who wroie in Latn some three hundred years
ago, was familisr with the breed, which he
describes under the name of Gaffing furcica.
“ The cock whose hikeness we give,™ he says,
“1= called the Turkish cock. His whole body
is i & manner inclined to white. - Sgll, the
wing feathers are partly black. ‘The tail con-
sists of fzathers that are partly grecen, panly
black ; some, also, are half green, some half
black. His whole body is exquisitely adomed
with linzs that are someomes golden, some-
omes slver, and it 15 wonderiul how beautiful
an effect this produces.. His legs and fect are
tinged with blue. The hen, which alo =

CRFLE-CDAURED EATEED FETUDOUTH BAWETS
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called Turgsh, is all white, sprinkled over
with black spots; she has the feet dnged
with blue, and the watiles short when com-
parcd with those of the male, Another hen
presents the same appesrance, except that her
neck is H:Hﬂuil‘t, she carries a charp point on
the top of her hcad, her feet are zltogether
blue, and her tail & immacolaie.,”

Tested by the standards of o-day, this de-
scraption 5 somewhat confused ; yet it presents
2 union of Hamburg characreriznes— the lines
of prociling, the spots or spangles, the shver
or golden colors,
the blue legs, the
projecing  spike
or point of the
rose-comb,

At the ‘date of
our author, i =
hardly to he ex-
pected exther that
descriptions of
fowls choold he
strictly  accurate,
or that the mod-
ermn varieties of a
breed of chickens
couwld be defoitely
differenniated; but
a century lau,r
both resulis had
been accom-
plished. The old
breeders In Lan-
cashire and York-
shire established ex-
hibinons of their
Hamburgs, at which
they competed for prizss
consisting of copper ket
tles and other useful honse-
hold articles, and they reduced
the polnts of cxcellence to be
prized in thelr fowls to a carefully
wrilten description, thus anticipating the poul-
uy-show and the Srandard of Excellence for
Exhibition Pounltry * of our day.

The Penciled Hamburgs were probably per-
fected in Holland, while the Spangled varie-
ties are clearly of English ongin. In size the
Blacks take the I:::-d and the Penciled are
the smallest Grgm:ﬂl}* the Penciled varctics
were of 2 somewhat finer build than the others,
but since all have been brought vunder a com-
mon name, and thus more closely associated
with one another, they have been hmugh.. io=
nearly uniform shape. ‘The Peociled varieiies
show either 2 silvery-white or a golden-bay
ground-color. both variedes being similady
marked. The male bind is nearly umiform in
color throughout, excepe the tall, which is

. B

5
biack, the =ckles and coverts having a narmow
edging of the ground-colos. The females have
the neck free from markings, the remainder of
the plumage being penciled, or marked trans-
versely, with nammow black lines at right an-
gles to the shaft of the feather, and forming
togeiber nearly parallel hars about the body
ui' ihe fowLl In the Spangled vadety the mele
2 beautifully spangled breast, = slighily
Ea:tped hackle ﬂ_rui zaddle, a double bar acryss
the wings, and in the Golden Hamburg a
black =i, while ihe Slver cock has a white
tl with a black moon or spangle at the end
of every feather. The femazles hawe 2 sinped
hackle and the remainder of the plumage
handsomely spangled. The White and Black
Hamburgs are of
a pure, solid color,
though spangles
are marked on the
Blacks by greater
glossiness of the
tps of ihe feathers.
The Red-cap, so
called fmmm  the
excessive develop-
ment of ity comb,
which resembles a
red cap, and is
often so large as
to hang to one side
in 2 manner which
for & fowl is not
ai all jzﬂmrr has
longbeen a faverite
n Dmhrl‘um amd
other distnictsof Eng-
land, although itis onme
of the most recent ad-
ditions (o0 Americen poul-
iry-yards. Some twenty or
twenty_five years ago there wers
mmportations of this breed, but, like
the earliest imporatonsof the Leg-
horn, thess became intermingled with other
fowls, and soon disappeared. In generala
pearance the Red-cap resembles a Golden
Spangled Hambore of poor color, iz body-
color being less rch and il markings less
regular. It is probable that it stands to the
Golden Epangled Hamburg m the relaoon-
ship of @ descendant or an ancesior — maore
probably the latter. It 15 considerably lasger
than the Hamburg, which it Equafs in the
number and surpasses m the sze of its cogs.
SBuch pﬂp.ﬂaﬂl:, a5 it -::—.n}nn has been won
not by its appearance, but by its excellent rep-
utation as z layer.
Among the fowls meost prized for their 1able
gualities there are none that surpass the Dork-
ingand the Indian—or asirissometimes called,
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— says, “be of reddsh or

¢ dark plumage, with
black wings. . . . Let
the breeding hens be
of robust body, square-
built, full-breasted, with
large heads, and up-
rnght and bright-red
combs, . . . Those
bred with five toes are
held to be the best.”
There are, however,
skeptics, of the ruth-
Iess mold of those whe
have already desooyed
many of the chenshed
tlusons of our younger
days, who would have
us believe that this sup-
posedly ancient breed
of Dorngs is hitle
more than a ceotury

the Cornish Indian— Game. The Dorking,
whise name comes from the old market towa
in Surrey where great numbers of this fowl are
annually reared, has been for generations the
model of all that = desirable In a table fowl.
A volume might be made up of quotations m
praise of thisbreed. Mr. Baily, an experienced
London poultoy judge, says:

There is no breed 10 be mpared with the Dork-
ing, which uniles in ilself, more than any other, all
the propertics requisite for supplyingthe table. . ..
There is 2 natu=z] tendency 1o the bieed to fatten,
= that the young ones are made to atiain to sight
of nine pounds weight, and at table ihey surpats
all others in symmeiry of shape and whitrness and
delicacy of flesh.

The editor of the = Agncultural Gazerte
commended Mr. Bailly “m his endeavor to
bring usback to Dorkingsand common sense.”
The Rev. E. & Dixon, in speaking of the ex-
cellenrs= of thic hreed, =aid:

The breeder znd the farmess wike belold with de-
fight their brosd bresst, the small proportion of
offal, and the large quantity of profitzble Desh. The
cockerels may be brought to considersble weights,
and the flavor znd zppesr=nce of the meat are in-
fzrior to none.

The Dorking boasts of great antiquity. The
Latin writer Columells describes a fowl to
which the admirers of this breed point as proof
that the Dorking antedates English cvilization
—that before William the Conqueror the
Diorking had won populanty, and that along
with the conquenng cohorts of Cesar the
equally victonous fowl imvaded Britam. Col-
umella’s description will certainly pass if ap-
plied to this mous breed. * Let them," he

old, and that it onig-
nated, not in Rome, but
in England, not far from the quiet little town
which gives it iis name.

No better brief description of this fowl has
been written than that of Mr. Lewis Wright,
the anthor of one of the most comprehensive
books on poultry.

The body should be deep and full, the bresst be-
ing protuberant and plump, especially in the cock,
whiose bresst, =s yiewsd sideways, ought to form =
right =ngle with the lower part of his body. Both
hack znd brezst must be bioad, the laiter showing
no approzch to hollowness, and the entire general
mzke full and plump, but nest and compact.

There are four vanetics of the Dorking:
the Colored, which is the largest, the Silver
Gray, the Cuckoo, and the White, which is the
smallest. The Colored and the Silver Gray
bear a close resemblance to each other, the
chief difference being that the latter throughout
is lighter in plumage. The Celored male has
a white hackie and saddle soiped with black.
a black-and-white back, = black breast, body,
and tzil, and a2 wing with a broad black bar.
The female is of a dark reddish-brown marked
with black and has a deep salmon breast. The
Colored variety isbred with either single or rose
combs, the Sitver Gray with single-combs only,
and the White with rosecombs only. The
Cuckoos are barred with white-and-blzck like
the Cuckoo Leghom. All varcties have a
white or flesh-colored leg, and five toes upon
each foot. The Indian Game 5 with us 2
much more modern breed, having come nto
notice in America only within the last two or
threc years, though it has been cxtensively
bred in England for a longer period. The
first fowls of this breed were mported into the
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United States in 1887. At the great English
pouliry exhibitions, the Indian Game, whether
bred pure or crossed upon some other fowl,
has for the last two or three years won all, or
nearly all, of the prizes in the depariment of
dressed poultry, a practical deparmment which

53
intense black. The feathers are short, hard,
and glossy, and in the sunlight gleam like pre-
cious stones. The femzle 15 of a nch, warm
brown body-color, beannfully penciled with
Vshaped black markings that zppear as if
emboszed, and are scarcely less indescent than

always forms one of the chief exhibits 1 for-
eign pouliry-shows It has the requisites of
the best table-fowl — size, reaching the weight
of ninc or ten pounds; 2 thin, delicate <kin; a
plump, meaty carcass; great breast develop-
ment; and, what is of prime Imporiance o the
Amernican poultryman, shanks of 2 rich yellow
color. It may seem nidiculous that the color
of the legs should affect the sale of dressed
pouliry ; but the mind of the American house-
wife 15 wedded to the yellow shank, and for
some Inserutabls reazon she regards it as evi-
dence of superior quality of flesh. The Indian
Game is not only a thoroughly practical but
also a very beautiful fowl It s graceful in
shape, having a symmetrical body supported
by stout '!n,:!;x-, 2 finely carried neck and a some-

what droopmng tail. The male has a black
hackle, every feather having a crimson shafi; a
crmson-znd-black back and saddle; a hand-
some wing, with black bar and chestnut wing-
bay; and the remzinder of the plemage of an

the plumage of the male. A flock of hens of
this breed might be mistaken at a distance for
a covey of English pheasants, the plumage
being very similar.

\mnnﬂ' the table-fowls are also to be classed
the French breeds: the crested and bearded
Houdan, with its mottled plumage of black
and white; the large, somber Crivecceur, with
its =olid black garments; and the La Fleche,
with its aotiered comb—=a long, weird, hob-
goblin-looking bird,” z wveritable mightmare
ameng fowls. In theirr natve land these three
breeds cojoy an immense populanty ; in this
country such claim can be made for the Hou-
dan alone, this fowl being hardy, well formed,
an excellent laver of remarkably large white
egzs, and very quaint in appearance from the
large size of its crest and muffof feathers. Ar
one tme the Crévecceurs had a little popular-
ity; but ﬂwing to their slow growth, at least in
America, this has gradus .ﬂ} approached the
vanishing pont, and ondl recent importations
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we bave had no Lz Fléche fowls worthy of
the name. There are now 2 few in the coun-
try which, if the climate proves suitable for
their best development, may form a valuable
addition to the table poultry of the United
States. Among the * general purpose  fowls,
the varctics belonging to the American and
Asiatic classes take first rank. ‘Their combi-
nanon of practical qualities assnres them the
favor of poultrymen and farmers. The Amed-
can does not despise beauty, but he worships
uolity. A chicken thar is good for laying and
also good to eatis his ideal; and in these two
claszes he finds such chickens. An examina-
tion of the records of the various poultry ex-
hibitions, of the advertisements of poultry-
breeders in their special publications, and of
the poultry-yards in almost any locality, will
convince any one that it is within the h&unds
of truth to say that there are more chickens
belonging to these two classes bred in the United
States than of all the other classes together.
The Amenican dass inclodes five acknow-
ledged breeds and twelve varieties: the Ply-
mouth Rock, with its single-combed Rarred,
pea-combed Barred, and White vadeties; ihe
Wyandottes, Silver, Golden, White, and Black ;
the Javas, Black, Monled, and White; the
American Dlominique; and the Jersey Blue. Of
these breeds the Plymouth Rock i perhaps
the most popular, thongh this rank iz closely
contested by the Wyandotte. The ong-
nzl Plymouth Rock was the varety now called
the Barred, and was bred with 2 single comb.
It orginated in a cross of a Dominique male
and Black Java females, though 0 increase
size and improve color other crosses were sub-
sequently used. It was at first hailed with de-
n=ion, designated as “the great American
Moogrel," and funiously opposed by those
whose pecuniary interests lay m other breeds;
bat it steadily advanced in favor, and soon com-
pelled evenitsopponentstoacceptit. No other
new breed of chickens has ever won and main-
tainad through a long course of yearsso great
and so constanidy Increasing pupulant}' From
this fowl the pﬂmmhed variaty appeared as
a sport, and z few breeders, recognizing the
adventage of the small, low mple comb, es-
padally for those sections of the country where
the winter weather hugs the zero pomt forz
constderable period, made use of this vanaton
to establish a new variety. Similarly the White
varicty was an ofEhoot from the oniginal siock.
The onginal Wyandotte is the variety now
distinguished as the Silver, a compact, well-
made fowl, having a rose-comb and plumage
of a white ground heavily laced with black.
1t 1s a cross-bred fowl, as i= sbundantly shown
by the uncenainty of breeding of the earlier
specimens, and by the wide vanation even now
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in the color of young chicks ; but who made
the orgmal Crosses, or what ﬂ'lE'I. WETE, N0 mMan
can say  with certainty. Yet the breeds that en-
ter into the make-up of the Wyandotie can be
guessad at, and a skillful breeder could repro-
duce a type of fowl like the Wyandoite if it
should suddenly be destroyed. There canbe no
doubt that the Dark Brahma and the Silver
Spangled Hamburg, and very possibly the Sil.
ver Sebright Baniam, have coniributed to the
composition of this useful breed. From the Sil-
ver Wyandotte came as sporis, and at least in
some strains as the result of crossing, the White
and the Black vaneties. The Golden Wyan-
dotte, which 1s the counterpart of the Silver,with
anch yellow or golden bay body-colorin place
of the white, is confessedly a cross-breed, having
been produoced from a union of the Silver Wy-
andotte and the “ Winnebago,” a fowl of the
black-red Game typeof plumage. Crossesalzo
of the Golden Spangled and Golden Penaled
Hamburg, and of the Partndge Cochin, with
the Slver Wyandotte, have been used to pro-
duce Golden Wyandortes,

In the Java breed the Black was the ongi-
nzl varety. This color, m the modern Java,
has been obtained in certzinly two, and per-
haps in more, ways. Insome instances it marks
the direct descendant of the old-fashioned
Black Jawva, the fowl that entered mto the
mazking of the Plymouth Rock ; while in other
c3ses It has undounbiedly come from the black
chicks which were at first common among
broods of Plymouth Rocks. The Mottded Java
was bred from a Black Java cock and a white
hen of noknown breed, but which possessed the
general charactensicsof the Java. From boih
the Blackand the Mottled Javas the white vani-
ety has beenobtained. The Java differs from its
near relzaove, the Plymouth Rock, chiefly n
being longer in body and having in the males
a more fully developed tail. At present it is
required by the Standard (o have a willow leg
instead of the yellow leg which is characternis-
tic of the Plymouth Rock. The Dominique is
one of the oldest of American varedes, and
is, in an improved form, the old © hawk-col-
ored ™ fowl that used to be largely kept by
MNew England farmers. As now bred, s
plumageresembles that of the Plymouth F.u-::':l:;
it has a well-developed rose-comb, vellow fegs,
and is about a pound hghter in weight than
the Plymouth Rock The Jersey Blue, al-
though but recently recognized as a worthy
breed by the Amenican Puu]u:r Association,
which estahlishes the Standard, is one of the
oldest in the Amencan class. In shapeit =
like the Plymouth Rock, though its neck is
somewhat longer and less arched ; m color it
i5 blue, having plumage almost identical with
that of the Andalosian,
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The Asatic class includes the Brahmas,
Light and Dark: the Cochins, Buff, Part-
ridge, Black, and White; and the Langshans,
Black and White. In this dass are found
the heaviest known vanctics of chickens,
the Light Brahma being the largest of all
Fowls weighing twelve or thirteen pounds
are common, while, in exceptional cases,
fourteen or fifteen pounds, and even greater
weights, have been obtained. The origin
of the Light Brahma has provoked 3 wordy
war of an mternatonal character, Mr. Georg
P. Bummham of Melrose, Mascachusetts —
who, by the way, at one time presented to
Queen Victoria a coop of these fowls, which
her Majesty graciously acknowledged by the
gift of her portrait—and Mr. Lewis Wright
of London, talang the most prominent part in

the controversy. A ridicolous monse was bomn
irom the Izbor of these mountains ; for the facts
concerning the ongin of the Light Brahma wers
carefully collected and sifted, not by the contro-
versialists, but by Mr. H. H. Stoddand of Hart-
ford, Connecticut, The Light Br=hma was
found to be descended from some fowlsbrought
to New York, and from thence, in 1847, to Hart-
ford, by Mr. Charles Knox; in 1848 they were
bred in Hartford by Mr. Nelson Chamber-
lain; they were fict exhibited in 18351 at the
hall of the Fitchburg Railroad Station, Boston,
by Mr. Samuel . Hatch of Fraoklio, Massa-
chosetts; and the first ever seen in England
were scnt from Amenca i the fall of 1352,
having been selected by Mr C. C. Plaisted
from a stock owned by Dr. John C. Bennetr,
The originzl specimens were believed to have
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come from some Asiatic port, but what port
i5 not known, From what seem to the writer
rchabie data, he does not hestate to state, as his
opinioan, thar the whole Asiatic 2mily is of
Chinese on That some of the present
{amily have come direcily from China isknown,
and the whole family possesses in common
many distinct charactenistics, as large dze,
profose feathening upon the bodies, zbun-
dance of fufi, feathering upon ihe shanks and
tocs, and a quict and contented, or somewhat
shuggish, disposition.  Alllaylarpe eggs of van-
ous shades of brown

The Brahmas zre distinguizhed from the
other A=atic breedsby having a pea-comband
= somewhat less compact build, and they are
in general better layers and fﬁrﬂ.gers than the
Cochins, ‘I'he Light Brehma is mamly white
in color, the neck and saddle of the male hav-
ing a heavy black siripe in each feather, and
the tail and the wing feathers being in pant
blzck. The female has the same markings, with
the exception of the black stripe on the Saddle-
feathers; but in her the black is less promi-
‘nent. The Dark Brahma in shape and =ize is
intermediate between the Light Hmhma and
the Cochins, partaking of the characteniztics
of both. This is not strange, for the Pannidge
Cochin was tmplﬂ}'td as a cross to perfect the
bezutiful pencilings in the plumage of the Dark
Erahma female. The Dark Brahma, in spite
of Its beauty, & a less popular variety in the
United States than the Light Brahma — per-
haps from the great skill in breeding required
to produce it m perfection. The male, wath his

silver hackle striped with black, his solid black
breast, and his hendsomely barred * duck-
wings,” 15 certamly a bandsome fowl; but
the siegl-gray robe of the female is even more to
be admired Jor the chaste but exquisite mark-
mg of every feather. The Cochins are the
shortest in neck, shortest in body, shortest in

tail, and shortest in limb of any chickens in pro-
portion to theirsize, The plumage is long and
sofi; the fluff abundant, miving a very broad
appearance to the rear; and the feathers of the
back, especially of the hen, nze in a concave
mass and nearly bury the tail from aght The
Buff varety is the most “ Cochin of the Co-
chins,” and has a rich golden color throughout,
usually deeper in the male than in the female.
The Parndgs Cochin is of the typical black-
red or Gaffus bamdrows colonng, the male
having red as the prevalent color on his upper
parts and black on the under pars. The Par-
tndge female 1s of a rich brown heawily pen-
ciled with a darker brown or black, ithe pen-
cilings following concentrically the ontline of
the feather. The White and Black Cochins
are flufiy masses of their respective color=. The
Langshan, the smallest member of the Asatic
family, long held to be merely a Black Cochin,
but now rmecogmized as a distinct breed, has
been bred to three disonct types, besides no-
merous intermediaie gradatons. At first the
Coclin type appeared, and lent force to the
arguments of those who coniended for the
idennty of Langshan and Cochin; then came
a high-1ziled, long-legped, slack-breasted type;
and fnslly, what is recognized zbroad, and
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probably will be here, as the true type, 2 fowl
having & symmetry approaching that of the
Hambuorg, and thus longer and more slender
of body than the other Asiatics. The Lang-
shan has longer wings, better powers of flighs,
greater pugnacity, 2 more restless disposition,
and iz a better forager than any other of the
Asianes Like other Black bresds, it occasion-
ally produces a white chicken, and White
Langshans have recenidy been scen at sime
Eastern poultry exhibitions, and znnounced as
well on the Pacfic coast as imported direct
from the Langshan (< Wolf Mountain™) re-
mionof Chinz. The Asiatic family, being very
warmly feathered, are generally the best lay-
ers we have in the colder months of the year,
and, if Klled at the proper age, make fairly
good table-poultry. The Langshan, while ob-
jucizonable to Amencans as a market fowl on
account of the dark enlor of s plumage and
legs, is cxceptionally good eating, the flesh be-
ing of about the same guality as that of the
Houdan.

Among the more distinctly ormnamental fowls
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though no vanety reproduces itself with greater
fidelity than the Games, the finest of them have
been produced by but very few men, and even
by them only ar infrequent imtervals. The ear-
lier history of the Game fowl i= 2 history of the
eock-pit, once a favorite resort of rovalty and
nobility, and even supported at public expenze
by the states of ancient Greece for the lessons
of courage and endurance it was believed w
offer, but now justly under the han of the law ;

i

and this history is interesting to the fander of
Exhibition Games only as the record of the
ancestral stock from which his favorites spring.
The times have passed when monarchs and
bizhops associated with “broken-nosed Bobs™
and when asemblages from the most diverse
ranks and onders of sodiety were entertained
by such songs as—

The msin is fought and passad,
And the pit is empty now—
Some cocks have clowed Lheir Last,
While seme more loudly crow,

From the shock !
In the wordd the ssme we see,

there is mo breed that poseszsss more ad-
mirers, and upon which more thought, time,
and moncy have been lavished, than the
Games. Hundreds of dollass have, time
and again, been paid for 2 single remarkably

erfect specimen, and it s not certain but that
it 1s cheaper to buy such 2 specimen, even atthe
extravagant price, than to underiake to obtain
one like it by the slow process of breeding ; for,

Yo, XL.—5.

be,

Where'er our waaderings
%0 here 's g health fo thes, jolly ook !

And with these times has waned the re-
nown of the fowl to which the poet anmb-
uted the

Spint that can Jare
The dezdliest form that dezth cn take,
And darz it for the danng's sake.
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The Pit Game, It 15 true, survives, and in
some parts of this country, especally in the
South, is extensively bred, bur in the pens
of Englich and American fanciers it has been
displaced by a fowl more elegant in shape,
more brlliznt in coloring, and more accurate
in marking. The Exhibition Game difiers
greatly from the Pit fowl. The latter is com-
par:u'_i'.'cljr short in leg, with a full, lowing tail
and an abundant hackle. The Exhibition bird
is tall, slender, very erect in carniage, with very
short, hard, and glistening plumage anda :m._l'i,
close tail, carried low. Length of leg and neck

CHICKENS FOR U5E AND BEAUTY.

back is Baming orange; the breast 15 black,
with a brownish-red shafi and a3 nammow golden
margin or lacing to the feathers. The female
has & lemon-colored hackle, darkly striped,

and is almost black in the remainder of the
plumage, the best specimens having the hreast
lightly “but distinctly laced with gold.

" The Red Pyle Game cock has zn orange-red
head and hackle, cnmson back, white hreast,
somewhat marked with chestout, comson
wings, with a white transverse bar, and a white
tzil; the hen has an orange-red head, a white
hackle laced with gold, a dark salmon breast.

are characteristies much zought. Hackle znd
saddle feathers must be very short and close.
The Black-breasted Red Game is at once
the most populzr and the most typical variety.
It has reached the highest development of
form_ and posseszes the richest combmation of
colors. The hackle of the male looks almost
like =pun =ik of an orangeor ight-red hus, the
back is of a nch red, the breast &5 jet black,
and the wings are dark red, traversed by an
iridescent bar of black., The female is mamly of
a somewhat grayish-brown hue, with a salmon
breast. The Brown Red Game presents in
coloning a ghttering combination of black and
gold. The hackle of the male is red, shading
to lemon, and striped lighty with black: the

ELATE
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white wings slightly marked with chestnut, and
3 white tail.

The Duck-wing Games, so named because
the meallic blue-black bar across the wing
rivals in beauty that opon the wing of Tha.
Mallard drake, are of two vareties, the Silver
anpd the Golden. The females are much alike,
except that the Silver is somewhat the lighterin

shade. The Silver male has a silvery hackle,
saddle, and 'u..c'.L a glossy black I;T“L a =al-
very wing, with its dutinctive blue-black bar,
2nd a black tzil. The Guolden male = hke the
Silver im the arrangement of color, but the
silvery white gives p] 12 to a haht yellow or
straw color upon the neck and s=dd! g, and to a
rich copper hue upon the back and wing-bows.
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The Duck-wing Games are among the most
beautiful of domestic fowls, but in America
they have never been brought to the perfection
of form attained by the Black-breasted Red
varicty. In this, English fanciers are condder-
2bly in advance of us.

The Black and the White Games complete
the list of Amcrican varieties of this breed:
though in England other varictics also are
cultivated, as the Wheztens and Ginger-Reds.

The Black Sumatra i3 a fowl of lower statfon
than the Game, having a low “stawberry™
comb, and full, soft plumage. The tail is very
long and sweeping, and the plumage through-
out iz bnlliznily irdescent The cock often
dizplays, like some pheasants, twoor three spurs
upon each leg.

The Black-breasted Red Malay, also asso-
ciated with the Game family, and in its color-
scheme approaching a very dark Black-
breasted Red Game, is 2 1all, heavy, sdlted-

1 The Maley difiers from the Indian Game, as now
exhibited, in lintle bor the besghfol penciling of the
feathers of the Indian hen in concentric lines of plossy
black o0 a Gnnamon ground, which penciling often
2pp=ars on the breast of the cock alia, and in the triple
ar Pq comb of the Tadisn Game, often birge in the
ma'e, 22 opposad 1o the #af or strawherry comb of the
Malay. The Malar cock always shows sclid hlack

JAraASTIE RANTAus

looking fowl, with overhanging eyebrows,
which give it a ferodous expression, and do
not belie its disposition.!

Among the most peculiar fowls relared to
the (ramesare the [apanese Long-tailed breeds
known as the Shinotawaro or Pheenix, and
the Yokohama fowls, the former being colored,
the latter white, The peculiarity of these fowls
is the remarkable length attained by the tail-
feathers. In the muscum at Tokio there is 2
specimen, the longest tail-feathers of which,
twenty in number, have the astonishing length
of thireen and a half feet. The length and
luxuriance of the tail ncreases at every suc-
ceeding annual moult, and does not resch its
fullest development untjl the bird is four years
old. At four months old the tail often meas-
ures ten to twelve inches, and at 2 vear old
zbout iwo feet or two feet and a half

Among the most mniversally admired of
ornaments] fowls are the Polish, with theirrose-

brezst, and the ben, thoush the latest Standard favorsan
almeost wniform dnnamon o chooolate color, often has
the plumage heavily laced with giossy green-black with
brown eenters, bat pever pencil ike that of her
Todisn relative A soperficz] obeerver woold be ap
to confound the two breeds, though the votades of the
Indian Came, at leact, contend for their absolote di=-
tinctnsss, — FEDITOR.
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like crests and dependent beards, their grace-
fol fi s and harmeonious color=. Whether
we prefer the Golden variety with its rich
body-color and its spangles of black, the Silver
with its effective lacing of black and silver, the
Boflaced with its soft lines of buff amd white,
the White:crested Black (beardless) with ies
rlassy black body and the striking conirast of
its white crest, or the White with its’ snowy
plomage, there is about the fowl enough of
beauty to awaken a Lively interest. At an ex-
hibition no display attracts more attention or
admiration than that of the Polish. Anpd itis
withal, one of the best laying fowls in our List,
while the supposed difficulty in rearing the
young chicks has been much exaggerated.
An account of omamental poultry can-
not omit those Lilliputians of the poultry-
vard, the pets of the children and the delight
of the true fancier, the beaudfol and conse-
quential Bantams. Diminutive size, proud car-
riage, absolute fzarlessness, are
the common charactenstics,
while in fisure and color they
vary =5 the larger fowls. Inthe
limitz of a paragraph it is im-
possble to do more than to
enumeratesome of the varietiss,
The zame Bantams are, except
in size, 2n almost exact repro-
duction of the Game fowls ; the
Pekin Bantams are diminu-
dve Cochins, with the same
blocky figure and profuse
feathering as the protoiype,
and in color area nich golden
baff, pure white, shining black,
or parridge-marked, as the
case may be: the Sebnghts,

Gaolden and Silver, diffiering only in the ground-
color, have feathers exquisitely laced with
black, rosecombs, blue legs, and enjoy the
distinction, accordad to no other Bantam, of
having had exhibitions devoted soledy to them-
selves: the Rosecombed Blacks and Wintes
are diminurive Hamburgs: the Polish are
similar to their larger originals; the Hooted
have very long feathers upon shanks and tocs,
sometimes measuring nine inches in lengdh,
and are either solid black or white m color;
the Jaopanese-— Black-tailed White, purc
White, and Colored,— with short legs, high
smpgle combs, teiling wings, and laze,
erectly carrfied tail, are sinkingly peculiar
in appearance—a charactenstic production
of their most ongmal and pichmesguce
country. Such are some of the beter
known Bantams, but this list 15 very in-
complete, Not to mention the old vanetes,
Nankin, Spangled, Partndge, Silk, and
Jumper, now forgotten, though
some of them may yet win
their way again nto faver,
there are many now  brecds
already perfvcted or far on the
way to perfeciion, among thom
the Malay, with iz salicd
less, the massive Brahmae and
the Spanaled Hamburps, The
ome is not far distant, i
the present =activity In pro-
ducing new varicties of Ban-
tams contimuey when for
nearly every well-estzblizhed

variety of chickens tha=s
will b= a Bamtam counter-
part.

H. 5. Baboock.
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Pictures by James C. Beard and August Will.
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